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THIS. They will none of them fail to be perfect and
wise.

ABM. Our laws will make us judges of each work
produced; whether prose or verse, it will be sub-
jected to the test of our laws; no one save us and
our friends will have any wit; we shall try to find
fault all round, so that no one will be capable of
writing well but ourselves.

SCENE III

L'EpiNE, TRISSOTIN, PHILAMINTE, BELISE,
ABMANDE, HENRIETTE., VADIUS

L'Epi. Monsieur, there is a man here who wishes to
speak to you ; he is clad in black and speaks in low-
tones.

THIS. It is that learned friend who has urgently in-
treated me to procure him the honour of your
acquaintance.

PHIL. You have our full leave to introduce him. At
the least let us display our wit to the best advan-
tage. Stop! I told you plainly enough I wanted
you.

HEN. What for?

PHIL. Come here, I will tell you shortly.

THIS. This is the gentleman who is dying to know
you. In introducing him to you, I have no fear of
incurring the blame of admitting a barbarian into
your circle, Madam; he can hold his own amongst
the finest wits.

PHIL. The hand which presents him is alone a
sufficient guarantee of his worth.

TBJS. He has a complete knowledge of the old
authors, and knows Greek, Madam, as well as any
man in France.

PHIL. Greek, O Heavens I Greek I He knows Greek,
sister!

BEL. Ah, niece, Greek!